[Mediastinal complications following retropleural operation for oesophageal atresias (author's transl)].
Serious acute complications can occur in relation to anastomotic insufficiency or re-opening of the fistula in patients with tracheo-oesophageal fistula and atresia, even if the repair has been carried out extra-pleurally. For this reason the patient should not be nursed flat and the important life-threatening signs to watch for are increasing tachypnoea and dyspnoea with respiratory acidosis and a central air shadow in the mediastinum.